ST. JOHNS MIDDLE SCHOOL

St. Johns Public Schools

St. Johns, Michigan

Algebra 8 Syllabus
Teacher:  Mr. Josh Heethuis

     E-mail:  heethuisj@sjredwings.org
Telephone:  227-4466

     Conference Period:  Third Hour (9:40 – 10:30)
Textbook:  McDougal Littell Algebra 1
Course Description:


This class presents the basic first year algebra topics of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of real number polynomials.  Story problems, factoring, inequalities, functions and graphing, rational and irrational numbers, quadratic functions, and systems of equations will also be studied.  Geometry, statistics and probability lessons are also included.
Goals of Course: 

· Meet State of Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations for eighth grade mathematics, along with the High School Content Expectations for Algebra I.
· Improve conceptual understanding of every day mathematics as well as critical thinking and problem solving skills.
Requirements: 

· Bring a positive attitude to class each day, along with all necessary materials, including: textbook, notetaking guide, math binder, calculator, pencil, and red correcting pen.
· Complete regular homework assignments on time.
· Students should ask for help immediately if they feel as if they are falling behind or struggling to understand the concepts being presented.
Resources:
· Students can access our textbook online by visiting www.classzone.com. They will need to enter their user name and password, which we will set up at the beginning of the year.  User names and passwords should be the same ones students use to log on to the network at school. 
· To access Mr. H’s web page, visit:  heethuis.weebly.com.  Homework assignments are posted daily on my classroom web page.
· For excellent virtual manipulative tasks, visit:  nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html.
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Behavioral Expectations:
· Respect others, their belongings, and the materials in our room.
· Demonstrate self-control at all times.
· Always give your best effort.
Consequences for Misbehavior:
A proper and appropriate level of behavior is expected from all students.  If a student chooses to be disruptive or hinders the educational process, the following consequences will be used.

	     1st incident

     2nd incident

     3rd incident

     4th incident
	Warning

One minute after class

Parent contact and / or after school detention

Referral to Assistant Principal




       
For extreme behaviors or violations, students may be sent directly to Mr. Purves.  It should also be noted that all students will begin each week with a “clean slate.”

Homework:
Homework is given nearly everyday!  It is to be completed in the math notebook, should be well labeled (including the appropriate heading), and show all work.  Some class time will usually be given to begin homework, but students will have to take some work home to complete each assignment.  I will check homework regularly to ensure it is completed on time with all work shown.  Each check is worth 5 points, meaning each week there will be 25 points toward the student’s homework grade.  

Late or Incomplete Work:
       
All work is expected to be completed on time.  Students who turn in work late will only receive partial credit.  In addition, partially completed assignments turned in on time will be graded based on the portion of the assignment completed.  All late, incomplete and missing assignments will be “flagged” in the Infinite Campus portal for parent viewing.  Each unit test is considered to be a final deadline for all work from that unit.  In other words, I will not accept any work from Chapter 1 after I have given the Chapter 1 test.    

Extra Credit:


Bonus points will be offered for various reasons throughout each trimester.  It is recommended that students take advantage of these opportunities when they arise.  Except for bonus points, there is no extra credit as part of this course.
Absences and Assigned Work:

      
When a student is absent, it is his or her responsibility to get assignments from the assignment calendar in our classroom.  Students are welcome to ask questions or get clarification from the teacher or a peer.  

       
Students will be granted one additional day for each day absent to complete assignments.  However, except in the case of an extended absence or a special circumstance, students that are absent the day before a quiz, test, or project due date will still be expected to complete these tasks on time.  

Tests and Quizzes:

       
Tests and quizzes are planned and announced.  Generally, I choose not to offer 

re-takes or the opportunity to make corrections.  I expect students to prepare effectively the first time.  However, I try to be flexible and accommodating to students who are willing to put in extra time and effort after school.  

Hall Passes:


Students will not receive hall passes for this class.  They are expected to come with all the necessary supplies every day.  Except in case of emergency, students will not be permitted to leave the room.  We only have 50 minutes each day to accomplish our goals.
Attendance and Tardiness:

       
Good attendance is important for all students to get the most out of class.  Normal school policy regarding attendance and tardiness will be followed.  Students should be in their seats and prepared when the bell rings.  Students who accumulate four tardies will be referred to the assistant principal, which may result in a Saturday detention.
Neatness Standard:

       
All assignments should be completed in a neat and organized fashion.  All written work must be legible.  In general, assignments should demonstrate the best effort of the student.  This is a high school math class!
After School Help:

       
The teachers of the middle school math department will be offering an open math lab every Monday and Wednesday from 2:45-3:30 in the Info Center classroom.  This after school time can also be used to get extra help, make up work due to an absence, etc.
Helpful Hints:
· Do your homework and turn it in on time.

· Ask for help whenever you need it.

· Take time to do corrections and attempt to understand your mistakes.

· Practice for tests and quizzes by working through problems similar to those you have done in class. 

Course Outline and Approximate Pacing Guide:

· Problem Solving Skills

· Connections to Algebra

· Properties of Real Numbers

· Solving Linear Equations

· Graphing Linear Equations and Functions

· Writing Linear Equations

· Solving and Graphing Linear Inequalities

· Systems of Linear Equations and Inequalities

· Exponents and Exponential Functions

· Quadratic Equations and Functions

· Polynomials and Factoring
What Comes Next:

Eighth Grade Algebra is a rigorous course with high expectations.  We will move quickly and the workload outside of school will be heavy at times.  Our goal is to provide students with an advanced math opportunity that will allow them to earn their way into Geometry as a freshman.  St. Johns High School requires students to maintain an average of near / around 80% on all tests and quizzes throughout the year in order to move on from Algebra I. 
